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EEPORT 



IRISH LAND COMMISSIONERS, 

FOB 

IKE PERIOD FROM 22nd AUGUST, 1881, TO TEE 22nd AUGUST, 1882. 



TO THE EIGHT HONORABLE JOHN POYNTZ, EARL SPENCER, K.G., 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND, ZTO. 



We, the Irish Land Commissioners, beg leave, in compliance with the 55th section of 
the Land Law (Ireland) Act, to present to your Excellency the following report of our 
proceedings, for the period from the 22nd August, 1881. to the 22nd August, 1882. 

We shall, in the first place, give a short narrative of the organization of the Land 
Commission, and of its working and progress during that time ; and we shall then state 
some details of the business done under each part of the Land law Act, and also under 
the Irish Church Act Amendment Act, by which latter statute all the proj>erty and 
powers of the Commissioners of Church Temporalities in Ireland were transferred to us. 

The Land Law (Ireland) Act was passed on the 22nd August. 1S81, and our first Danof^Aet. 
duty was to draw up rules and forms under the provisions of the 50th section for 
carrying the Act into execution. This duty was one of most serious importance, for 
the rules were the machinery by which the Act was to be set in motion, and on their 
adaptation to the ends in view, depended in a great measure the effectual operation of 
the new law. 

Much care and deliberation were therefore necessary in framing the necessary forms 
and rules ; we were able to complete them by the 1st of October. 

During the months of September and October, we were also occupied in organizing Orpaiaufea 
our staff. This was a work of considerable magnitude, and involved a voluminous rfSuir - 
correspondence with the Irish Government and the Treasury. 

On the 13th September, the corporation of the Commissioners of Church Tem- 
poralities in Ireland was dissolved by the Irish Church Act Amendment Act. the whole 
property vested in that body being transferred to us, and we were thenceforth respon- 
sible for its administration, and for the performance of the other duties till then 
discharged by the said Commissioners. In forming our new establishment we employed 
as larcre a proportion of the staff of the Church Commission as we felt justified* in 
retaining, and, as we were enabled to effect a reduction in the number of persons 
en S a g e< ^ in that department, we appointed several officers who had been in the Church 
Commission to situations in other branches of the Land Commission, where th-.-ir 
previous experience and training in official business have proved of great value. 

On the 1st October, as has been already stated, our rules and forms were completed, r««of 
and they were immediately published with a schedule of court fees, and of fees to be 
charged by solicitors. 

Up to that date we were not, nor were the Civil Bill Courts, in a position, — save in a 
few exceptional cases — to entertain any applications, or to transact any business under 
the Act, the proper forms not being provided, nor the course of procedure laid down ; 
but from that time, that is to Bay, within a little more than a month from the date of 
the passing of the Act, the way was open for all persons who so desired, to avail 
themselves of its provisions. 

The 60th section of the Act placed every tenant, who should make any application to 
the Court on the first occasion of its sitting, in the sam e position with regard to the 
operation of his application as if he had made it on the day on which the Act came into 
force, viz. — the 22nd August, 1881, and any order made on such application had, under 
the same section, the same effect as if it had been made on the said day, unless the 
Court should otherwise direct 

B 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




First sitting 
of the Ccrart. 



S*b- 



2 REPORT OF THE 

The first- sitting of the Court of the Land Commission was fixed by us to commence 
on the 20th October, and it was continued by our order to the 12th November, so that 
no tenant who had been evicted, and whose period of redemption had not expired before 
the 22nd August, should be shut out from the benefit of the Act, but that be should 
have an oppOTtunity of making an application to have his time of redemption enlarged, 
with a view to the fixing of a judicial rent, and to the subsequent sale of his holdiug. 
The effect of the 60th section on such an application made on the occasion of the first 
sitting of the Court was, that the application was taken as if made on the 22nd August, 
and that even if the applicant’s period of redemption had expired in the interval, the 
Court mioht, if it thought fit, direct it to be extended. 

Not oi3y evicted tenants, however, but other tenants, were entitled to the benefit of 
the 60th section, and every application for the fixing of a fair rent, made on the occasion 
of the first sitting of the Court, had the same operation as if it had been made on the 
22nd August, with the result, if granted, that the judicial rent when fixed would 
commence to accrue due from the rent day next succeeding the 22nd August, instead 
of from the rent day next succeeding- the date on which the judicial rent should be 
decided. . 

This important effect- of an application to the Court on the occasion of its first sitting, 
soon became widely known, and an enormous number of applications to fix fair rents 
was conseqilently poured into our office immediately before the 12th November, with 
the object of having them recorded as made upon the first occasion on which the 
Court sat. 

For some time after the 1st October, the applications had been few, but towards the 
end of the month they began to increase, coming in at the rate of 2,000, 3,000, 
and 4,000, a day, and amounting on one occasion — the 12th of November — to more 
than 12,000. 

At different times during the months of August and September, four legal Assistant 
Commissioners had been appointed by your Excellency’s predecessor, under the 
provisions of the 43rd section of the Act, and in October, eight non-legal Assistant 
Commissioners were nominated. At the end of October, we formed these twelve 
gentlemen, as we were authorized to do by the said section, into four Sub-Commissions, 
each Sub-Commission consisting of one legal, and two non-legal Assistant Commissioners ; 
and we issued orders pursuant to the statute, delegating authority to each of these 
bodies, to hear, decide, and make orders in the cases which we might from time to time 
refer thereto, and we further delegated to each of them all the powers, save as to appeal^ 
which the Land Cummission itself possessed, for the purpose of hearing, deciding, and 
making orders in all such cases. 

These Sub-Commissions were sent to the districts from which the greatest number of 
applications to fix fair rents had, up to that time, been received, viz. : Antrim, Monaghan, 
Mayo, and Limerick ; and they commenced their sittings respectively at Belfast, Castle- 
blaney, Claremorris, and Limerick. 

In November and December, eight additional Sub-Commissions were formed, in the 
same way as were the first four, from twenty-four Assistant Commissioners who had 
been appointed by your Excellency’s predecessor, and they were sent on circuit in 
different . districts throughout the whole country. The places of sitting of Sub- 
Commissions were so arranged that a sitting of a Court of the Land Commission 
should be held at least in one place in every Poor Law Union in Ireland. 

The mode adopted of dealing with applications to fix fair rents, and of remitting them 
to the Sub-Commissions was, and continues to be, as follows : every case was entered 
in a county case book as of the date on which it was received in the office, and it was 
sent for hearing in the order of its receipt, having regard also, however, (up to the 
month of April) to the Poor Law Union from which it came. In each Poor Law Union, 
the order of receipt was rigidly observed ; but it might happen that in a union in which 
the cases were few, an application might be sent for trial sooner than an application, 
earlier in date of receipt, from an adjacent union in which cases were numerous. It 
was necessary to adopt some defined area to work upon, and the Poor Law Union was 
selected. In the month of April the Electoral Division, as will appear hereafter, was 
taken as a sub-division. 

• , exce P^ on ft° m the above rule of remitting cases for trial in the order of receipt 
is made when the application is from an evicted tenant, whose time of redemption is 
running out 

Such a. case is at once sent for tearing in the interest of both landlord and tenant, so 
that there may be no need for the tenant to apply to the Court to extend the period of 
redemption, and thus to keep the matter pending, to the injury and inconvenience of all 
parties concerned. 
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An exception is also made to admit of rentals being fixed prior to the sale of an estate 
m the Landed Estates Court. 

The first sitting of the Court in Dublin terminated on the 12th November. From Routina 
that date till the day on which we commenced to hear applications to set aside leases 
under the 21st section of the Act, viz., the 5th December, what may be termed the 
ordinary routine business of our Court proceeded. It consists in hearing interlocutory 
motions ; applications to dismiss originating notices out of Court ; applications to extend * 
tenants’ periods for redemption ; applications for orders for particulars of improvements ; 
with a variety of other matters arising out of the originating notices lodged. The adminis- 
trative work was then, as it has been throughout the whole year, extremely heavy. 

The mass of miscellaneous business, with the correspondence arising out of the multitude 
of applications made to us has been so great, and the books, forms, registers, and returns 
of all sorts necessary for statistical and other purposes have been so numerous, as at 
times to be almost overwhelming to our staff. The answering of personal inquiries has 
also occupied a large portion of their time, and for some months business was occa- 
sionally carried on up to eleven and twelve o’clock at night. 

On the 5th December, our sittings to hear applications made under the provisions of Hearing of 
the 21st section of the Act, to set aside leases accepted by tenants since the passing of applications 
the Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1S70, began. These applications could not be declared 6 ** 0 * 
entertained by us, unless lodged within six months after the passing of the Land Law void. 

Act. 

In. a large portion of the cases brought into Court under the above section, the 
applicant failed in proving what was essential, viz. : — that he was a tenant from year to 
year of the holding at the time when the lease was made, and in another large portion 
he failed in proving that the lease which he sought to break had been forced on him by 
threat of eviction or undue influence. In comparatively few instances did a case get so 
far as to raise the question, whether the lease contained terms unfair or unreasonable, 
having regard to the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1870. On 
many occasions, moreover, where a case that had been listed for hearing was called, the 
tenant failed to appear, and it was consequently struck out. 

From all these causes combined the number of leases set aside was comparatively 
small. 

Towards the end of December, finding that a considerable number of applications for Appeals, 
a rehearing of fair rent Cases adjudicated on by Sub-Commissions, and by Civil Bill Courts, 
had been lodged, it was necessary for us to determine what steps should be taken, in 
order that such rehearings should lead to a decision in every instance which, as it was to 
be final, should satisfy the parties concerned that nothing had been left undone which 
would enable us to arrive at a just conclusion. 

With this object we obtained the sanction of your Excellency’s predecessor, and of Appointment 
the Lords of the Treasury, to the appointment of one principal valuer of admitted ° v uer *' 
eminence in his profession, and of four other gentlemen also of high standing, and in every 
case in which the value of lands was the subject of appeal, we directed a careful re- 
valuation of the lands in question to be made by one of these valuers, for our guidance 
and information when the case should come before us for decision. 

Our first sitting for rehearings commenced on the 9th January, at Belfast, where 
under our rules, cases tried in Down, Antrim, Armagh, and Monaghan, were, if necessary, 
to be reheard. 

The question of the proper construction of section 8, sub-section 9, of the Act, arising Case stated, 
as it could not but do, at this our first sitting to determine fair rents, we deemed it best, tor deari on 
on the application of the parties concerned, to avail ourselves of our powers to state a Appeal in 
case under the provisions of the 48th section, for the consideration and decision of Her Ireland. 
Majesty’s Court of Appeal in Ireland, in which the construction of the said sub-section 
was involved. 

Pending the decision of that Court we thought it expedient to suspend the further 
hearing of appeals. 

In the month of January, agreements for fair rents between landlords and tenants, Agreements 
under the 8th section, sub-section 6 of the Act, without the intervention of the Court, p air 
began to flow in in considerable numbers. The lodgment of these agreements we Rents, 
regarded with especial interest, as we looked to them as affording a proper, convenient, 
and eminently desirable solution of the whole fair-rent question. By adopting this 
method of settling rents, all litigation and, it may be said, all expense can be avoided. 

There is no’ necessity for legal assistance, and though a sixpenny stamp was at first 
requisite on each agreement, it is no longer (Section 10, “ Revenue, Friendly Societies 
and National Debt Act, 1882,”) required. 

The course taken in our office with regard to agreements for fair rents is^to insert 
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




4 , 



REPORT OF THE 



Fair rent 
cases in Civil 
Bill Courts. 



Purchase 

clauses. 



Arrears. 



them in the Dublin Gazette, and to print schedules each month of the agreements 
received during the preceding month. In these schedules are stated the name of the 
landlord the old rent, and the rent agreed on ; such information being published in the 
interest of mortgagees and others who may have a charge on the landlord’s estate, and 
who therefore, are entitled to know how far the value of their security may be alfected 
by a change in the rents. Advertisements are then inserted in the principal newspapers, 
intimating that these schedules may be had on application to the Secretary of the Land 
Commission, and that objections to filing the agreements may be lodged. 

An aoreement may not be filed till three months after the date of lodgment, except 
by a special order of the Court, so that either the landlord, the tenant, or any other 
person having an interest in the estate may, in the meantime, lodge an objection to its 
beino- filed on the ground of fraud or surprise, or for any other sufficient reason. Any 
objection made is investigated in Court and an order made thereon. 

If no objection be lodged the agreement is filed, and becomes binding for the statutory 
period of fifteen years. Both landlord and tenant are entitled, respectively, to a 
certificate of filing on the payment of a fee of Is. Judicial rents fixed in open Court 
by Sub-Commissions become binding fourteen days after the order of the Court is 
made, unless an application for a rehearing be lodged in the meantime, and the order on 
rehearing be altered. By one of our Rules, however, we reserved power to extend the 
time for appealing under special circumstances. 

In some counties a considerable number of applications to fix fair rents were made to 
the Civil Bill Courts ; but, except in Mayo, Leitrim, Cavan, and Waterford, the cases 
taken into those Courts were very few as compared with those brought into the Courts 
of the Land Commission. 

So far we have treated mainly of fair rents, the chief part of the business brought 
at first into our Court being of that description. Some work has been accomplished 
under the purchase clauses of the Act, but not so much as was expected. The reasons 
tor the indisposition of tenants to purchase their holdings were probably — (1.) The 
general and paramount desire to have a fair rent fixed before taking any other step. 
(2.) The very advantageous position of a tenant whose rent has been judicially fixed — 
he having full security in the occupation of his holding at a moderate rent. (3.) The 
necessity of paying one- fourth of the purchase-money of his holding in cash, and the 
fact that a purchasing tenant unless he should buy at a price which, as a rule, the 
landlord would not accept, made himself liable to a larger annual payment than his rent 
in the shape of interest and redemption of principal. (4.) A vague feeling of political 
disquietude which disinclined men to do anything but await the course of events. 

With regard to the landlords there was reason to believe that considerable numbers 
were anxious to §ell their estates, but a large proportion of them are limited owners, and 
to such owners a sale might cause a serious reduction of income. The proceeds of 
sale would, necessarily, be invested in such Government or other securities as are 
open to trustees, from which investments a low rate of interest would be derived, 
whilst the same capital invested in land produced, when rents were paid, a higher rate 
of interest. 

This consideration must have operated strongly in deterring limited owners from 
offering their estates for sale, even if purchasers had been forthcoming which was not 
the case. 

There was also another serious obstacle to sales owing to the existence of head rents. 

Head rents are not apportionable by us, and consequently when there is a head rent 
on an estate for sale, the estate cannot be purchased unless, as is seldom the case, there 
be a holding on the estate of sufficient value to bear the entire head rent in addition to the 
ordinary rent. Under any circumstances an estate with a head rent is an undesirable 
purchase for us to make, the security being from the nature of the tenure unsatisfactory. 
The occupant of a holding mortgaged to us might be evicted for non-payment of the 
head rent without notice to us, and thus the owner of the head rent might conceivably 
become the proprietor of the holding discharged of our advance — his charge taking 
precedence of ours. 

’Hie 59th section, under the provisions of which we had power to make advances 
under certain conditions for the discharge of arrears 'was, like the purchase clauses, 
not operative to the extent that was anticipated. We were not authorized to entertain 
applications for loans which were not lodged on or before the 28th February, 1882; 
and the amount applied for was insignificant considering the large sums due to land- 
lords. The details of transactions under this section will, as in other branches of our 
work, be given further on in this Report. 

• 'T ft f r deliver y 011 the 28th February of the judgment of the Court of Appeal 
in. Ireland, in the case of Adams v. Dunseath, we resumed the hearing of Appeals horn 
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orders of Sub-Commissions, and of Civil Bill Courts, and we also, as time served, 
proceeded with the disposal of applications to set aside leases. 

On the 27th March, the circuits of the twelve Sub-Commissions which had been Addition.! 
at work during the winter, terminated. In the beginning of April twelve new Sub : Cota - 
Assistant-Commissioners were appointed by your Excellency's predecessor, and formed Si 
by us into four Sub-Commissions, making in all sixteen Sub-Commissions to be set in 
motion. Circuits were settled commencing on the 17th April, and were arranged so 
that the most prolonged sittings should be held in those districts from which the 
greatest number of applications to fix fair rents had been received. The duratiou of 
each sitting was at some places extended from one week to four, and an Electoral 
Division was adopted as a Sub-division of a Poor Law Union as the area from which 
cases were taken for hearing, in the order of receipt at the central office in the manner 
already explained. 

For some time previous to the period at which, in our narrative, we have now Determina- 
arrived — that is the middle of April — we had had under consideration the provision t “ m °f feir 
of some additional means for disposing of the vast number of applications for the SSiiS 
fixing of fair rents which had been lodged, and we finally decided to make new rules vainer*. 7 
under which a landlord and tenant, who were unable to agree upon a fair rent mi»ht, 
without coming before a Sub-Commission, have a fair rent fixed by the deteimination 
of valuers, to be named by us on the joint application of such landlord and tenant. 

On the 22nd of April, we issued these rules with the forms necessary for persons 
desiring to take advantage thereof, and we appointed valuers to carry them into 
effect. 

Thenceforward, four courses were open to persons seeking to have fair rents fixed. 

(1.) They might proceed in Court, either before the Land Commission or the County 
Court judge. (2.) They might come to an agreement for a fair rent outside the Court, 
which rent, on agreement being filed in Court, would become the judicial rent (3.) 

They might have a rent fixed by the award of valuers named by us, which rent would 
be subsequently inserted in a formal agreement, and filed as the judicial rent (4.) They 
might refer the amount of rent to be paid to the decision of an Arbitration Court, 
consisting of two arbitrators, and if necessary, an umpire, in the manner provided for by 
the Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1S70. 

During May, and the following months, the progress made in settling rents was 
large. 



By the entire machinery of the Act, fair rent cases were disposed of at the rate of 
4,600 a month, and there can be no doubt that beyond this number there were very 
many instances, which did not come in any shape under our notice officially, of landlords 
and tenants arriving at an agreement by private arrangements and valuations. 

The Act operated indirectly as well as directly, and as the Sub-Commissions moved 
through the country, a standard of rent was established by their decisions which, we 
believe, has been widely adopted in private settlements. 

The effect of the progress above alluded to was, in one way, somewhat embarrassing. Copie* of 
Whenever an order fixing a fair rent is made, the parties interested are entitled to 
copies. A certified copy of the order of the Court is a document of the utmost import- ficatea oftta 
ance to both landlord and tenant. It must be the basis of any legal proceedings taken ^“2 of 
by the landlord for the recovery of his rent, and it is the tenant’s title deed if he .want *6 reemeat8 - 
to sell, or mortgage his holding. The same observations apply to certificates of the 
filing of judicial agreements fixing fair rents. 

A certificate of the filing of the agreement is of as much consequence, and for similar 
reasons in such a case, as a certified copy of the order of the Court is in cases which 
have been decided in Court. Each of the parties to the agreement is entitled to, and 
should possess a certificate that it has been filed- The result of the accelerated opera- 
tion of the Act, in the number of orders and agreements, led of course to a corresponding 
increase in the demand for copies of orders, and of certificates of filing, and when this 
demand was very great it was impossible for the supply to keep pace with it. We have 
been hindered, not by want of hands but by want of room — our house having been in 
fact crowded beyond its proper capacity. 

From the middle of April to the beginning of August, we were, ourselves, engaged Appeal*, 
almost without intermission in trying applications for the setting aside of leases, and in 
hearing appeals from decisions of Sub-Commissions, and of Civil Bill Courts ; and for 
the greater convenience of suitors, we held sittings for those purposes iu many more . 
towns than were originally specified in our rules. 

The enactment in the 19th section of the Act which gives power to the Court, where 
an application is made for the determination of a judicial rent, to impose conditions as 
to labourers’ cottages, engaged our attention when the Sub-Commissious last year coin- 
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meneed their circuits. We at that time circulated notices to labourers, reminding them 
of their rights under the Act, and we also wrote to the clergy of all denominations ask- • 
incr for their co-operation in making known to the labouring classes the advantages which 
were open to them. Our experience, so far, has been that the labourers have not to a 
very lar^e extent, availed themselves of the privilege conferred on them by the Act; 
but some orders have, nevertheless, been made by Sub-Commissions for the erection of 
new cottages, or for the improvement of cottages already in existence. 

In the months of June and July, we wrote to every tenant, on whom an order had 
been made for the provision of accommodation for a labourer, inquiring how far he had 
complied with it, and we received on the whole not unsatisfactory replies. 

The Commissioners of Public Works have prepared plans and specifications of cottages 
which can be erected according to their estimate at an average cost of £56 and £68 
respectively, and every tenant applying for a loan for the purpose of building a cottage 
in pursuance of an order of the Court, is furnished by that Board with a plan and 
specification of the house to be built with the money advanced. When a tenant wishes 
to build a cottage without a loan, we are, ourselves, ready to supply him with a design. 

The Commissioners of Public Works with our concurrence fixed the minimum loan to 
be granted for building a new bouse at £50 ; it appearing to them, and to us, that no 
dwelling fit for permanent human habitation could be constructed for a smaller sum. 
There is no minimum limit to loans for improving existing bouses. 

When a loan has been granted by the Commissioners of Works, an inspector is 
employed by them to see that the work is properly executed. In cases where no loans 
have been applied for, we are prepared to send one of our own officers to investigate, 
and report as to how the orders of the Court have been carried out. 

We regret that we have no work to report as having been accomplished under that 
section of the Act that relates to emigration. 

Numerous applications have been received from persons in all parts of the country 
asking for assistance to enable them to emigrate, and also from clergymen, emigration 
agents, and others, on behalf of families and individuals in whom they were 
interested. 

Many suggestions have, likewise, been made to us by benevolent people anxious to 
promote the welfare of residents in the poorer and more distressed parts of Ireland. 
We have been unable to entertain these applications, or to avail ourselves of the 
suggestions made to us, as we have no power to treat with private persons. 

Linder the provisions of the 32nd section of the Act, we can enter into agreements 
with parties representing a State, a Colony, or a Public Body, but we have received no 
applications which satisfied the conditions of the section. Inquiries have been made 
by, or on behalf of. Boards of Guardians, Companies, and proprietors of land in the 
United States and Canada, and resolutions passed at public meetings approving of the 
principle of emigration have been received from more than one Colony, but no definite 
scheme such as is necessary before we can act, has been laid before us. 

With respect to the powers of Boards of Guardians the conclusion we arrived at, 
after correspondence with the Local Government Board who consulted the Law 
Officers of the Crown, was, that such Boards have no power to charge the rates with 
the repayment of a loan in the manner contemplated by the Act, and we could not, 
therefore, accept the security which they could offer. 

In the Church Property Branch of the Commission, business was carried on from 
the 1-ith September, the day on which the property and powers of the Church Tempo- 
ralities Commission was transferred to us, in the same manner as it had been previous 
to that date. In the various divisions of that department there have been some, but not 
many transactions. No provision was made by legislation for a complete winding-up 
of the affairs of the Church Estates. It remains, therefore, still open to tithe-rent- 
charge payers to redeem their charges. Perpetuity rents may still be purchased, and 
there were, on the 14th September, 1881, 38 glebes still uncommuted. There were also 
some glebe tenants’ holdings remaining unsold, fhe Church Commissioners having 
considered it unwise, in the slackness of demand for land, to press sales during the 
last few months of the late Commission. The collection of the revenue has been the 
principal duty of the department, and as will be seen in the detailed part of this 
report, it has been, considering the state of the country, fairly successful. 

We made an alteration in the limit of the time of receipt of the tithe-rentcharge 
due in November, in consequence of a cliange in the date of the render of the accounts. 
Under the Church Commission the accounts were balanced, and made up on the 31 st. 
December of each year. The Church Estate accounts, as well as the other accounts of the 
t? j C P m 5 Q18sion ’ are now > direction of the Treasury, closed on the 31st March. 
Under the former arrangement it was found practically impossible to collect the November- 
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tithe-rent charge before the end of the year, and consequently the Church Temporalities 
Commission allowed payment thereof to be deferred till the end of April, being satisfied 
so that such payment was made before the next gale of tithe-rentcharge became due 
on the 1 st May. Under the new arrangement we did not feel ourselves justified in 
returning the whole tithe-rentcharge due in November, as still in arrear on the 31st 
March, when the accounts were to be closed, and we, therefore, changed the day of 
lodgment for that charge from the 30th April, to the 31st March. 

In order, however, to provide for the cases of persons who might have made their 
financial arrangements in the belief that the system of the Church Commission would 
continue in force, we refused no application made on reasonable grounds for a post- 
ponement of payment, from the 31st March, to the 30th April. 

The total annual cost of the Church Property Department as calculated and fixed 
by us, under the 4th section of the Irish Church Act Amendment Act, 1881, is 
£10,500. The Church Revenue due in 1882 is £572,000. In addition to collecting 
the Church Revenue, the Church Property Department collects all moneys payable to 
the Land Commission through the operation of the Purchase Clauses and the Arrears 
of Rent Clauses of the Land Law Act. 

On the 18th August, the Arrears of Rent (Ireland) Act, and the Labourers’ Cottages 
and Allotment (Ireland) Act were passed. The first of these measures, with the 
execution of which we are charged, imposes upon us a very large addition of labour and 
responsibility; but as this Report only comes down to the 22nd August, it cannot 
include any account of the operation of the Arrears Act, nor of the steps taken by us to 
carry it into effect. By the 22nd section of the Act, the Right Honorable Viscount 
Monck, g.c.m.g., was constituted a member of our Commission. 

The Labourers’ Cottages and Allotments (Ireland) Act enables us, when an agreement 
between a landlord and a tenant as to what the rent of a holding shall be has been filed 
in court, to make an order, on the application of either the landlord, the tenant, or of a 
labourer on the farm, for the provision of proper accommodation for labourers on the 
holding, the rent of which has been settled by agreement. Until this Act was passed 
we had power to direct accommodation to be provided for labourers, only in those cases 
in which the judicial rent was fixed by an order of our Court. 

The same Act also imposes a penalty, recoverable after a specified time before 
Magistrates at Petty Sessions, ol one pound for every week during which an order 
directing accommodation to be provided for the labourers employed on any holding 
remains unobeyed. 

With this notice of the enactment of the two measures just mentioned, our general 
narrative closes, and we shall now give some details of the transactions under each 
part of the Land Law Act, and also details of the transactions in the Church Property 
Branch of the Land Commission. 

The Land Law Act is divided into seven Parts, headed respectively as follows : — 

1. Ordinary conditions of Tenancies. 

2. Intervention of Court. 

3. Exclusion of Act by Agreement. 

4. Provisions supplemental to Preceding Parts. 

5. Acquisition ot' Land by Tenants, Reclamation of Land, and Emigration. 

6. Court and Land Commission. 

7. Definitions, Applications of Act and Savings. 



Part I. — Ordinary Condition's of Tenancies. 

This portion of the Act is operative mainly outside the sphere of our jurisdiction, 
•dealing, as it does, chiefly with the sale of tenancies. It provides also for the resumption 
of holdings on certain conditions by a landlord, and it amends the law as to compensation 
for disturbance, and as to compensation for improvements. 

Owing to the unsettled state of the country, the sales of tenancies have, we under- 
stand, been few in number, and those sales would come before us judicially, only where 
the landlord himself desired to become the purchaser of the tenancy in lieu of the 
purchaser chosen by the tenant, and where he objected to the price demanded, or where 
the landlord objected to the purchaser named by the tenant, or where there were other 
circumstances under which the landlord’s interest was affected by the sale of the tenancy. 

In all such instances we have power to hear and decide the question at issue ; but, 
nevertheless, the total amount of business brought into Court during the year, 

■Part I. of the Act, was insignificant. 



Arrears of 
Rent Act, 



Labourers’ 
Cottages and 
Allotment 
Act 
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Part II. — Intervention of Court. 

Fair rents are determined under the provisions of this Part by Land Commission 
Courts, by Civil Bill Courts, and by agreements out of Court between landlords and 
tenants. 

The following Tables show the result for the year under each of these heads : — 

Table showing, according to Provinces and Counties, the Number of Originating Notices to fix Fair 
Rents lodged with the Irish Land Commission up to the 22nd August, 1882, the Number of 
Rents fixed by Sub-Commissions, of Cases Dismissed, Withdrawn and Struck Out, and the Number 
remaining undisposed of at that date. 












IRISH LAND COMMISSIONERS. 



Table showing, according to Provinces and Counties, the Number of Originating Notices to fix 
Pair Rents lodged in the Civil Bill Courts up to the 22nd August, 1882, the Number of Rents 
Pixed, of Cases Dismissed, Withdrawn, and Struck Out, and the Number of Oases remaining 
undisposed of; as notified to the Irish Land Commission. 




C 
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Table showing, according to Provinces and Counties, the Number of Cases in which Judicial Rents 
have been fixed by Sub-Commissions up to the 22nd August, 1882 ; and also a Summary of the 
Acreage, Tenement Valuations, Former Rents, and J udicial Rents of the Holdings. 



PROVINCES 

ASD 

Coes TIES. 




X umber of 
Cases 
in which 
Judicial 
Rents bare 
been fixed. 


Acreage. 
Statute Acres. 


Tenement 

Valuation. 


Former 

Rent. 




Jndicia 

Rent 


















* 


£ «. 


d. 






























Antrim, . 






455 


12,908 


0 18} 


9,636 2 


0 


12,508 3 


1} 


9,422 4 


5 


Armagh. . 






744 


10,996 


2 22} 


ll,fi4S 16 


0 


13,020 11 


3} 


9,813 8 


8 


CaTin. . 






355 


8,260 


1 34 


4,849 17 


6 


6,601 1 


3 


5,288 5 


2 


Donegal. . 






019 


20,544 


0 20} 


7.666 0 


8 


9,925 19 


3} 


7,410 0 


0 


TVinm. 






909 


19.793 


2 36 


19.769 8 


3 


23,527 9 


4} 


18,5(13 13 


2 


Fermanagh, 






334 


10,960 


3 30} 


5,390 9 


0 


0,790 17 


4 


5,432 12 


0 


Londonderry 






249 


7,471 


0 20} 


4,578 16 


0 


5,9S0 16 


10 


4,527 13 


3 


Monaghan, 






337 


0,308 


1 3 


5,133 IS 


11 


6,316 13 


8} 


5,203 5 


6 


Tyrone, . 






901 


26,703 


0 29 


12,825 9 


1 


16,458 0 


7 


12,587 14 


7 


Total, 






4,833 


123.946 


2 14} 


81,518 12 


7 


101,088 12 


9i 


78,254 16 


9 


Lusstee : 
























Carlow, . 






96 


5,090 


1 3 


3,479 12 


0 


4.956 8 


9 


4,100 4 


6 


Dublin, . 






103 


2,742 


0 17} 


3,068 8 


4 


4,850 6 


8 


4,244 10 


1 


Kildare, , 






244 


7,972 


1 32} 


5,219 10 


G 


7,834 1 


5 


6,532 7 


3 


Kilkenny, 






247 


11,114 


3 17 


0,593 10 


0 


8,678 7 


4 


7,090 3 


9 


King's. . 






204 


8,261 


0 35 


4,553 0 


6 


6,192 3 


3 


6,342 9 


1 


Longford, 






10S 


3,832 


3 28 


2,653 S 


0 


3,950 1 


1 


3,025 16 


6 


Louth, . 






145 


3.020 


3 18} 


2,571 19 


6 


4,086 9 


3 


3,320 8 


6 


Meath, . 






239 


7,790 


1 22 


5,724 11 


9} 


8,134 9 


5 


6,680 19 


9 


Queen’s, . 






197 


8,684 


3 26 


4,437 9 


4 


7,365 4 


* 


5.619 6 


2 


Westmeath, 






194 


8.287 


3 8 


5,437 9 


7 


7.294 13 


1 


6,072 5 


4 


Wexford, 






288 


12,910 


0 29} 


6,970 7 


4 


0,988 2 


8 


8,073 G 


4 


Wicklow, 






227 


14,399 


3 10 


4,870 13 


1 


7,541 13 


2 


6,121 0 


11 


Total, 






2,285 


94,107 


3 7} 


55.586 19 11} 


80,872 0 


4 


66.291 18 


2 


COSSACOHT: 
























Galway, . 






465 


11,736 


1 29} 


5,184 10 


2 


7,278 9 


n 


5,956 5 


0 


T-frttrftn, _ 






232 


6,915 


2 11 


3,156 15 


C 


4,163 8 


3} 


8.309 18 


4 


Mayo, 






604 


19,141 


3 2} 


4,812 16 


3 


7,386 13 


7} 


5,801 6 


0 


Roscommon, 






452 


10,089 


3 4} 


4,874 0 


S 


7,101 14 


9 


5,539 0 10 


Sligo. 






209 


8.689 


1 25 


1,916 0 


e 


2,642 7 


4} 


2.038 4 


0 


Total, 






1,962 


51,572 


2 82} 


19,944 12 


i 


28,572 13 


8} 


22,644 14 


2 


Mcssteb : 
























Clare, . 






321 


13,737 


2 15 


6,069 18 


0 


30,173 11 


2 


7,383 12 


4 








843 


42,782 


2 16} 


21,992 6 


10 


34,111 15 


2} 


27,731 9 


5} 


Kerry, . 






327 


18.428 


1 233 


6,891 2 


0 


10,767 10 


7 


8,250 9 




limerick. 






494 


10,268 


O 6 


11,587 12 


6 


19,307 3 


6 


15,181 12 


10 


Tipperary, 






508 


18,801 


3 14} 


13,297 0 


5 


18,387 3 




16,058 11 


2 


Waterford, 






307 


13,874 


0 * 2 


8,654 7 


0 


12,881 7 


BJ 


10,361 6 


6 


Total, 






2,799 


123,887 


1 37} 


67,492 6 


9 


105,578 11 


2} 


83.967 0 


S} 


8T7MMARY. 
Clsteb, . 




4,833 


123.946 


2 14} 


81,518 12 


7 


101,088 12 








LautSTBE, . 






2,285 


94,107 


3 7} 


55,585 10 11} 


80,872 0 








COSSACOHT, 






1.962 


51,572 


2 32} 


19,944 12 


2 










McasTES, . 






2,799 


123,887 


1 37} 


67,492 6 


9 


106,578 U 


2} 


83,967 0 


6} 


Total, 







11,929 


393.514 


2 11} 


224,541 11 


5} 


316.111 18 


0 


251,158 9 


0} 



Per-centage of Reduction of Rent — Ireland, . • 20-547 

» „ Ulster, . • 22-588 

n „ Leinster, . • 18028 

» » Connaught, . . 20-747 

” » Munster, . . 20-469 
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Table showing, according to Provinces and Counties, tlie Number of Cases in which Judicial Rents 
have been fixed by the Civil Bill Courts up to the 22nd August, 1882, also a Summary of 
the Acreage, Tenement Valuations, Former Rents, and Judicial Rents of the Holdings. 



Counties and Provinces. 


Cases. 


Acreage, 
Statute Acres. 


Tenement 

Valuation. 


Former 

Bent. 


Judicial 

Bent. 


Ulster: 

Cavan 


439 


8,347 1 SO 


£ *. d. 

4,9Gl 19 7 


£ s. d. 
6,560 19 2} 


£ t. a. 

5,034 18 1 


Donegal, .... 


7 


088 0 8 


125 15 0 


141 6 5 


126 15 3 


Fermanagh, . 


11 


308 1 5 


250 15 0 


299 13 10 


252 12 0 


Londonderry, . 


2 


18 0 9 


18 4 4 


25 10 0 


19 10 0 


Monaghan, 


21 


356 3 30 


255 14 0 


322 18 5 


249 16 0 


Tyrone 


40 


764 3 13 


457 9 1 


592 1 3 


450 12 0 


Total, 


510 


10,503 3 15 


6,069 8 0 


7,942 8 0} 


0,134 3 4 


Leinster : 












Kildare 


6 


48 0 R 


50 0 0 


77 17 O 


61 5 0 


Kilkenny, 


10 


293 1 23 


134 10 0 


171 4 9 


144 0 l 


King’s 


1 


13 1 3 


8 10 0 


13 0 0 


9 15 6 


Longford, 


5 


357 0 13 


145 10 1 


171 18 0 


144 0 9 


Meath, .... 


1 


48 2 33 


23 10 0 


30 3 3 


30 0 0 


Queen's, .... 


3 


19 1 33 


5 15 0 


16 15 0 


9 5 0 


Wicklow, . . 


2 


24 1 12 


21 10 6 


37 10 0 


34 11 10 


Total, 


58 


703 1 1 


388 5 7 


518 7 0 


499 13 9 


Connaught : 












Leitrim 


95 


2,084 0 6 


818 4 0 


1,223 1 7 


SSI 1 0 


Mayo 


519 


10,065 2 20} 


3,774 3 6 


8,167 6 0 


4,193 17 6 


Roscommon, . 


168 


3,209 2 34} 


1,404 19 3 


2,196 7 10 


1,609 11 10 


Sligo 


25 


690 2 17 


304 13 0 


436 1 4 


336 11 0 


Total, 


805 


16,050 0 0 


6,301 18 9 


9,022 17 6 


7.021 1 4 


Munster : 












Clare 


8 


259 0 25 


114 15 0 


164 0 0 


154 0 0 


Kerry, .... 


32 


2,049 8 25 


450 7 0 


627 3 2 


637 10 6 


Waterford, 


72 


4,192 1 21 


2,904 15 0 


4,198 19 10 


3,306 18 6 


Total, 


112 


6,801 181 


8,46917 0 


5,190 S 0 


4.698 9 0 


SUMMABY. 

Ulster, .... 


510 


10,508 2 15 


6,069 8 0 


7,942 8 0} 


6,134 3 4 


Leinster, .... 


28 


703 1 1 


388 5 7 


518 7 0 


422 18 2 


Connaught, 


805 


16,050 0 0 


6,301 18 9 


9,023 17 6 


7.621 1 4 


Munster, .... 


112 


6,501 1 31 


3,469 17 0 


5,190 3 0 


4,008 9 0 


Total, 


1,455 


33.758 1 7 


16,229 9 4 


32,678 15 64 


17,676 11 10 


Per-centag 


e of Reduction of Rent — Ireland, . 

„ Ulster, . 

,, Leinster, . 

„ Connaught, 

„ Munster, . 


. 22-040 

. 22-767 

. 18-412 

. 22-186 
. 21-034 



Table showing, according to Provinces and Counties, the Number of Cases in which Agreements 
between Landlords and Tenants fixing Fair Rents were lodged with the Land Commission up 
to 22nd August, 1882, and also a Summary of the Tenement Valuations, Forme! Rents, and 
Judicial Rents in those cases. 



PnOVINOBS AND COUNTIES. 


Number of 
Agreements 
Lodged. 


Tenement 
Yal nation. 


Fortner Bent. 


Judicial Bent. 


Ulster: 




£ ». d. 


£ 1. 


d. 


£ t . d . 


Antrim, . . 


665 


10,567 1 4 


12,611 1 


4 


10,562 16 11} 


Armagh 


294 


3,476 9 9 


4,148 6 


2} 


3,270 17 10 


Cavan, .... 


455 


5,409 3 8 


6,969 14 


4} 


5,513 IS 0} 


Donegal, .... 


679 


7.0S3 7 9 


8,524 8 


8 


7,062 12 6 


Down, ... 


324 


5,001 14 4 ' 


5,340 11 


1 


4,426 10 10} 


Fermanagh, . 


278 


5,045 13 10 


5,572 3 


6 


4,563 0 0 


Londonderry, . 


663 


8,844 0 7 


1(^458 10 


7i 


8,710 16 8 


Monaghan, 


184 


2,043 19 3 


2,466 7 


8 


2,016 14 5} 


Tyrone 


618 


6,697 17 9 


8,147 16 


7 


6,540 6 8} 


Total, 


4,060 


54,108 7 3 


64,338 18 


0} 


52,667 12 0} 
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Table showing, according to Provinces and Counties, the Number of Cases in which Rents were 
fixed by Valuers on the joint application of Landlords and Tenants, and in which agreements 
accepting such Rents were subsequently signed by Landlords and Tenants. These agreements 
are included in the foregoing Table. 



Proviso: jutd Coohtt. 


K limber 
of 

Case*. 


Tenement 

Vsiuidoil. 


Former Sent. 


Judicial Bent. 


Wexlord, 


i 7 


c $. a. 
136 10 0 


167 1 3 


t ». d. 
124 6 6 


Ecxrm : 










Cork. . . . . 


4 


97 S 0 


134 10 8 


103 16 7 


Tipperary, 


10 


314 0 0 


341 9 10 


188 18 10 


Waterford. 


» 


Ml 14 0 


939 14 10 


748 IS 6 




33 


(11 19 0 


1,306 16 4 


1,039 16 11 


SUMMARY. 

Imo****, .... 


7 


115 10 0 


167 1 3 


134 6 6 


Mean*. • - • • 


33 


911 19 0 


1,306 16 4 


1,089 10 11 


Tofo], . . . 


30 


1,039 9 0 


1,463 10 6 


j 1,163 17 6 



Percentage of Reduction in Rent, . 20-437 
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TABLE showing, according to Provinces and Counties, the Number of Cases in which Agreements 
between Landlords and Tenants Fixing Fair Rents were lodged with the Civil Bill Courts up 
to the 22nd August, 1882, and also a Summary of the Tenement Valuations, Former Rents, 
and Judicial Rents of the Holdings. 



Provinces and Counties. 


dumber 

of 

Lodged. 


Tenement 

Valuation. 


Former Kent 


Judicial Rent 


Ulster : 








£ i. d. 


£ t. d. 


£ *. d. 


Antrim, 






— 


— 


— 


— 


Armagh, 






— 


— 


— 


— 


Cavan, . 




1 




't 4 :?vn 


2,957 8 8 


2.831 0 0 


Donegal, 






•I 




82 11 0 


29 IS 0 


Down, . 










32 0 0 


19 1 0 


Fermanagh, . 






s 


39 5 0 


43 12 0 


40 10 0 


Londonderry, 






l 


11 0 0 


9 10 0 


11 10 0 


Monaghan, . 






86 


1,009 11 9 


1,098 6 101 


1,028 6 3 


Tyrone, 






6 


46 7 0 


55 5 0 


41 14 0 


Total, 






265 


3,487 16 11 


4,228 14 01 


3,501 17 3 


Leinster: 














Carlow, 






7 


142 0 0 


194 3 5 


162 11 6 


Dublin, 






— 


— 


— 


— 


Kildare, 






307 


15,465 14 0 


20,917 7 5 


16,060 7 2 


Kilkenny, . 






2 


221 5 0 


279 2 0 


249 0 0 


King's, . 






— 


— 


— 


— 


Longford, . 






23 


299 7 0 


398 8 4 


299 7 0 


Loutb, . 






15 


219 0 0 


291 15 4 


246 6 9 


Meath, . 






5 


44 15 0 


75 2 11 


51 10 0 


Queen's, 






6 


47 5 0 


73 0 0 


46 16 0 


Westmeath, . 






— 


— 


— 


— 


Wexford. 






1 


5 0 0 


‘ 7 10 0 


6 0 0 


Wicklow, 






32 


798 15 0 


958 8 0 


836 13 0 


Total. 






308 


17,243 1 0 


23,192 17 6 


18,858 11 5 


Munster: 














Clare, . 






8 


188 0 6 


366 15 8 


278 7 0 


Cork, . 






70 


1,411 0 10 


1,981 0 3 


1,564 15 2 


Kerry, . 






21 


227 0 0 


447 4 4 


SIS 10 0 


limerick. 






10 


265 0 0 


445 2 8 


366 5 6 


Tipperary, . 






1 


36 5 0 


42 0 0 


35 0 O 


Waterford, . 






17 


181 10 0 


} 332 6 0 


263 8 6 


Total, 






132 


2,308 16 4 


3.614 8 7 


2,823 6 2 


Connaught : 














Galway, 






71 


391 1 2 


476 14 41 


367 7 0 


Leitrim, 






— 


— 


— 


— 


Mayo, . 






1,871 


9,629 14 B 


13,989 4 101 


11,021 12 8 


Roscommon, 






37 


445 0 0 


623 « 3 


£83 4 2 


Sligo, . 






130 


927 15 0 


1.823 12 0 


973 19 0 


Total, 






1 1,909 


11,393 10 10 


16,412 17 6 


12,886 2 10 


SUMMARY : 














Ulster, 






285 


3,487 16 11 


4,228 14 0i 


8,601 17 S 


Leinster, . 






' 398 


17,243 1 0 


23,192 17 5 


18,858 11 5 


Connaught, 






1,909 


11,393 10 10 


16,412 17 6 


12,886 2 10 


Munster, • 






132 


2,308 16 4 


3,614 8 7 


2,823 6 2 








2,724 


34,433 5 1 


47,448 17 61 


38,069 17 8 



Per-centage of Reduction of Rent — Ireland, . . 19 766 

UlBter, . . 17-188 

}f Leinster, . . 18-688 

„ Connaught, . . 21-487 

>( „ Munster, . . 21-888 
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Part IIL— Exclusion of Act by Agreement. 

Legislation in Part III. provides for the creation of judicial leases and of fitted 

X^iiave been forty applications for judicial leases. In some of these the parties 
interested have for a long time taken no steps and we presume that their applications 
are abandoned; others are being carried out in the Civil Bill Courts. Three leases 
only were executed and sealed up to the 22ud August. . 

Twenty applications for fixed tenancies have been lodged, two of which have been 
withdrawn. Fifteen were pending on the 22nd August and three had been granted, 
and the necessary documents sealed. 



Part TV. — Provisions Supplemental to preceding Parts. 

The business done under this portion of the Act has been of a miscellaneous nature. 
It is here that powers are given to us, on application being made for the determination 
of a judicial rent, to impose conditions as to the erection or improvement of labourers’ 
cottages ; and in the following Schedule are set forth the orders made during the year 
in pursuance of those powers. 

Table showing according to Provinces and Counties, the Number of Cases in which Orders have 
beenmade by Sub-Commissions for the Building or Repair of Labourers’ Cottages. 



Provinces and Counties. 




Number of 
Cases. 


Provlnoes and Counties. 


Number of 
Cases. 


Ulster: 






7 


Connaught: 

Galway, 




1 


Armagh, 






S 


Leitrim, 




2 


Cavan. 






3 


Roscommon, . 




1 


Donegal, 
Fermanagh, . 

Leinster : 

Carlow, 






7 

6 

16 


Munster : 

Clare, 

Cork, 

Kerry, . 

Limerick, 




17 

39 

10 

SO 


Kildare, 






1 


Tipperary, 




8 


Kilkenny, 






s 


Waterford, . 




15 


King's, 

Longford, 

Louth, 

Meath, 






2 

3 

3 

1 


SUMMARY BY PROVINCES : 


139 


Queen’s, 






8 


Ulster, 




46 


■Westmeath, . 






X 


Leinster, 




37 


Wexford, 








Connaught, 




4 


Wicklow, 








Munster, 




139 








87 






226 



In Part IV. is also the clause under which leases are, in certain circumstances, to 
be declared void. The following Statement shows the business done up to the 22nd 
August under this head. 

Declaring Leases void. 



Applications to have Leases de- 




Leases declared void, 


102 


dared void, .... 


1,500 


Applications dismissed and struck out, .... 


6G0 






Applications withdrawn or compromised, 


334 






Total Number of Lease cases disposed of, 


1,096 



In our account of business done under Part IV., though not as connected with that 
Part only, we here give a statement of the number of motions heard and disposed of 
by us during the year, exclusive of applications for the setting aside of leases, and of 
appeals from decisions of Sub-Commissioners and of County Court Judges, viz. : — 



Motions in which final orders were made, 317 

Motions on which interlocutory orders were made ex parte, . . . 1,601 

On Notice, .......... 2,098 

Total, 4,016 
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These figures do not include orders of a formal or almost formal character ; nor do 
they include the orders made on the first occasion of the sitting of the Court, that is 
irom the 20th October to 12th November, 1881, for the recording of applications under 
the 60th section of the Act, of which there were about 36,000. 



Part V. Acquisition of Land by Tenants, Reclamation of Land and Emigration. 



_ C l a -£r e 1 ° ? art provides for the reclamation of land, gives power to the 
Hoard of Works to advance money with the sanction of the Treasury for the purpose 
and we are m no way authorized to act in the matter. 

We have, already in this report, explained how the clause relatino- to emotion has 
been inoperative. - * 

With regard to the acquisition of land by tenants we subjoin tables showing the 
transactions under this head which have been carried out during the year. 



Amount of advances applied for under secs. 24 & 35, by tenants desiring to purchase 
their holdings, ...... 

Amount sanctioned under secs. 24 & 35, 

Amount issued to purchasing tenants under secs. 24 & 35, . 

Amount applied for under sec. 26, ... 

Amount issued under sec. 26, 

Total applied for under Purchase Clauses, . 

Total amount sanctioned, .... 

Total amount issued, .... 

Number of tenants who have obtained advances and purchased their farms by means 
of such advances, .... 



£111.876 

74,9GG 

28,947 

3.234 

3.234 
115,110 

78.200 

32,181 

85 



Advances made in different Counties under secs. 24 & 35. 



Connty. 




No. of 
Tenants. 


Amount. 


Antrim, 




5 


£3,834 


Cavan, 




3 


2,762 


Cork, 




1 


525 


Dublin, 




1 


860 


Galway, 




1 


375 


Kildare, 




1 


2,100 


Meath, 




4 


4,000 


Monaghan, 




10 


3,124 


Roscommon, . 




4 


4,175 


Tyrone, 




. 7 


1,659 


Westmeath, . 




8 


5,533 






45 


£28,947 


Advances made in different Counties under sec. 2 


Down, 




31 


£1,579 


Meath, 




9 


1,655 






40 


£3,234 



Note. — The whole amount sanctioned by the Commissioners had not been issued on the 22nd August, 
for the following reasons : 

(1 ) The vendors’ title, in some cases, was under consideration and the necessary deeds were in course of 
preparation ; when the deeds were completed the advances would be issued. 

(2) In some cases the vendors have failed to show a satisfactory title to the lands after obtaining the 
sanction of the Commissioners to the advances they applied for. 

(3) In some cases the Commissioners declined to lend the whole amount asked for on the ground that the 
security offered was insufficient, and the applicants had not yet carried out the contemplated sales by means of 
the lesser amounts which the Commissioners were prepared to advance. 



Part VI. — Court and Land Commission. 

This Part constitutes our Commission, and clotbes it with the necessary powers for 
executing the Statute. From this Part also the Civil Bill Courts derive their jurisdiction 
in respect of all disputes between landlords and tenants arising under the Land Law Act. 
Under the provisions of this Part we framed the rules under which the statute has been 
put into operation, and here also are the clauses relating to arbitration and to appeals. 

Very few persons have availed themselves of the mode of determining rents by 
arbitration, and only 275 references to arbitration were entered in our books during 
the year. 

The number of appeals from decisions of Sub-Commissions, and of Civil Bill Courts, 
lodged during the year was 3,635. Number heap!, 901. Number withdrawn, 123. 
Total disposed of, 1,024. These appeals were chiefly from decisions on questions of 
fair rents. The following table shows the results of the appeals in fair rent cases : — 
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Tabular Statement of Results of Cases heard on appeal from the Decisions of 
Sub-Commissions and Civil Bill Courts, in which the amount of the annual rent has 
been fixed on Appeal, up to 22nd August, 1882, showing Former Rent, Rent as 
fixed by Sub-Commission or Civil Bill Court, Rent as fixed on Appeal. 



Sub-Commissions. 



Place op Sittiso. 


Counties for which Sitting was Held. 


Old Bent. 


Rent Fixed by 
Court Below. 


Rent Fixed on 
Appeal. 




Antrim, Down, and Monaghan, 


804 2 


d. 

6 


£ a. d. 

620 6 11 


£ a. d. 
633 6 8 


Dublin, . 


Carlow, King’s, Queen's, Kildare, 
Meath, and Cavan, . 


2,770 1 


Bi 


2,229 18 4 


2,343 8 7 


LimericU, . 


Limerick, Tipperary, and Clare, 


1,488 7 


0i 


1,114 9 3 


1,161 6 0 


Kills rney, . 


Kerry, . 


044 IS 


8 


735 10 0 


755 12 2 




Cork, ..... 


2,439 2 


2* 


2,019 14 4J 


2,153 S ii 


Waterford, . 


Waterford, Kilkenny, and Wexford, 


1,264 12 


u 


1,004 12 10 


1,046 13 10 


Galway. - 


Galway, .... 


408 19 


3 


827 18 0 


344 16 6 


Castlebar, 


Mayo, ..... 


4S4 4 


5 


316 4 3 


335 7 G 


Derry. 


Derry and Donegal (except Poor Law 
Union of Donegal), . 


8,018 9 


4 


2,883 4 10 


2,695 1 1 


Belfast, - 


Armagh and Down, 


3,648 17 


0 


2,771 5 4 


2,845 15 4 


Enniskillen, 


Fermanagh, Monaghan, that part of 
Donegal in Poor Law Union of 
Donegal, that part of Leitrim and 
of Cavan in Poor Law Union of 


■ 1,308 12 




1,113 12 4 


1,165 11 4 


Mullingar, . . 


Bawnboy, and those parts of Done- 
gill, Fermanagh, and Leitrim, in 
Poor Law Union of Ballyshannon. 
Longford, .... 


1,040 12 




749 18 6 


842 8 6 


Sligo. 


Sligo 


ICO 1 


10 


820 9 9 


358 12 0 




Total, 


20,630 19 


2* 


16,027 4 2} 


16,682 18 10 i 



Civil Bill Courts. 



Waterford, 


Waterford, Kilkenny, and Wexlord, . 


777 19 7 


372 


0 


616 0 0 


Castlebar, 

Enniskillen, 


Mayo, ..... 
Fermanagh and Monaghan, . 

/Donegal, 

Parts of •< Leitrim, 

Icavnn, 


329 5 10 

j- 88 10 0 


244 0 8 
65 IS 0 


256 u a 
64 16 0 


Sligo. 


Sligo, 


109 0 3 


91 


0 


96 10 0 




Total 


1,308 1 8 


978 


8 


1,033 17 2 



Part VII. — Definitions, Applications of Act, and Savings. 

In this portion of the Act is contained the 58th section, which defines the tenancies 
to which the statute does not apply. This clause has given rise to much argument, 
both before ourselves and before the Sub-Commissions, as to what holdings come under 
its exemptions. 

The clause (section 59), sanctioning advances to discharge arrears due to landlords by 
tenants is also contained in Part VII. 

We here give a summary of the transactions under this section. The difference 
between the amount of advances sanctioned, and the amount paid, arises from many 
landlords having declined to accept payment under the provisions of the Land Law 
Act, with the intention of applying for moneys to discharge arrears under the provisions 
of the Arrears of Rent Act. 
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V, 



Summary, according to Counties, of Transactions under the 59th Section. 



CoojJTy. 


Number 

of 

Landlords 


Number of 
Tenants 
Joining in 
Applica- 
tion. 


Aggregate Rental 
of Holdings 
included in the 
Application. 


Aggregate Poor 
Law Valutation 
of Holdings. 


Total Amount 
of Arrears 
Due. 


Amount 
of Advance 
sanctioned 
in Discharge of 
Arrear. 


Amount Paid. 














£ s. 


d. 


£ 8. 


d. 


£ s. 


d. 


£ 3. d. 


£ s. d. 


Armagh, 








4 


217 


1,398 14 


3 


1,404 5 


0 


2,978 2 


1 


318 5 0 


247 18 8 


Carlow, 








2 


S3 


433 9 


6 


366 0 


0 


738 18 


1 


325 17 10 


74 17 3 


Cavan, . 








40 


514 


5,918 8 


li 


5,431 16 


8 


9,564 1 8 


0 


4,432 10 5 


3,337 18 0 


Clare, . 








3 


3 


54 9 


6 


30 10 


0 


117 8 


6 


42 10 6 


11 10 0 


Cork, 








10 


24 


036 12 


8 


394 6 


0 


944 17 10 


375 1 0 


98 15 0 


Donegal, . 








8 


357 


2.06S 10 


1 


1,778 7 


0 


4,055 14 


11 


7S5 14 9 


333 18 4 


Fermanagh, . 








7 


54 


•114 11 


0 


569 4 


0 


787 4 


11 


258 5 8 


28 18 0 


Galway, . 








34 


883 


6,101 9 


10 


4,151 18 


10 


10,889 16 


1 


4,288 1 4 


2,977 13 1 


King's County, 








8 


53 


697 5 


4 


528 3 


0 


935 1 


10 


445 5 0 


210 9 2 


Kerry, . 








S 


24 


500 10 


5 


299 0 


0 


961 11 


6 


226 18 10 


196 13 10 


Kilkenny, 








2 


11 


289 12 


0 


180 10 


0 


432 15 


9 


216 7 10 


216 7 10 


Leitrim, . 








19 


453 


4,073 12 


6 


3,156 14 


31 


6,950 6 


7 


2,758 5 2 


2,453 18 11 


Londonderry, . 








3 


25 


193 17 


4 


145 0 


0 


484 17 


7 


106 4 10 


— 


Longford, 








8 


170 


1,756 a 


0 


1,235 2 


10 


3,613 18 


7 


211 1 7 


154 4 0 


lonth, . 








1 


30 


177 7 


9 


140 15 


0 


419 18 


0 


132 8 7 


— 


Mayo, . 








38 


957 


7,675 11 


0 


5,638 17 


11 


10,941 2 


5} 


4,361 0 9 


3,038 19 8 


Meath. . 








1 


2 


54 0 


0 


45 0 


0 


71 0 


0 


35 10 0 


35 10 0 


Monaghan, 








12 


117 


1,486 2 


4 


1,216 6 


0 


2,872 19 


8 


1,087 10 4 


877 7 1 


Boscommon, . 








19 


807 


6,401 1 


5 


5,531 6 


10 


11,685 4 


s* 


4,813 12 6 


2,514 15 11 


Sligo. 








32 


276 


2,569 13 


9 


1,910 3 


11 


4,257 17 


74 


1,647 12 3 


1,145 4 6 


Tipperary, 








6 


35 


773 19 


4 


517 9 


0 


740 7 


4 


363 15 9 


354 15 9 


Tyrone, . 








2 


13 


95 15 


7 


106 10 


0 


199 3 


6i 


6S S 1 


— 


Waterford, 








1 


1 


45 0 


0 


24 0 


0 


67 10 


0 


33 15 0 


33 15 0 


Westmeath, . 








5 


31 


601 9 


9 


407 15 


0 


629 16 


0 


211 2 1 


211 2 1 


Wexford, 








3 


♦ 


67 13 


0 


42 0 


0 


80 2 


9 


32 18 6 


9 10 


Total, . 








281 


5,084 


44,5118 2 


UJ 


35,300 19 


31 


74,350 14 


S 


27,553 7 7 


18,563 13 1 



The 60th. section, which conferred special advantages on those persons who made 
applications under its provisions on the first occasion of the sitting of the Court, is 
also in this division of the Act. We disposed of 36,000 applications under this section 
between the 20th October and the 12th November, 1881. 



Church Property. 

As the last Report of the Commissioners of Church Temporalities, came down only 
to the 31st December, 1880, we here give details of the transactions in the Church 
Property Department from the 1st January, 1881, to the 22nd August, 18S2. These 
transactions are classified under the following heads : — 

I. Sale of Tenanted Lands, &c. 

(a.) Yearly and other Tenures. 

(b.) Perpetuity Rents. 

II. Sale of Untenanted Lands, &c. 

(a.) Glebe Houses and Mensal Lands sold to the Representative Church 
Body. 

(1.) Sale of residues of mensal lands excluded from sales to the Represen- 
tative Church Body. 

III. Sale and Conversion of Tithe-Rentcharge. 

IV. Collection of Revenue and Purchase-Money. 

Y. Payment of Annuitants. 

VI. Discharge of Liabilities. 

VII. Miscellaneous. 



I. Sale op Tenanted Lands, &o. 

(a.) Yearly and other Tenures. 

During the period above mentioned, 16 holdings were sold to the tenants in possession. 
The annual rent of these holdings was £127 9s. 10 d., and the purchase-money £2,634 6s. 
Two Stipends were sold. Annual amount £138 9s. 2 d. Purchase-money £2,920. 
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(b.) Perpetuity Rents. 

Nine Perpetuity Rents were sold. Annual amount £1,251 Is. 10 cl. Purchase-Money 
.£31,277 Ss. 5 d. 

II. Sale of Uxtenanted Lands, &o. 

(«-.) Glebe Houses and Mensal Lands sold to the Representative Church Body. 

Three Mebe-houses with the mensal lands, decided to be necessary for the convenient 
enjoyment of each house, were vested in the Representative Church Body, pursuant to 
the 27th and 28th sections of “ The Irish Church Act, 18G9,” subject to’ £5 head-rent, 
for the sum of £905 19s. 3 d. 

(b.) Residues of Mensal Lands excluded from sales to The Representative Church Body 

Mensal lands decided to be unnecessary for the convenient enjoyment of the adjoining 
glebe-houses, of the annual value of £120 10s., were sold for £5,080. 

III. Saxe and .Conversion of Tithe-Rentoharoe. ■ • 

Tithe-rentcharge of the annual amount of £300 17s. 8 d., was sold for £6,443 10s. lid. 
in cash, and tithe-rentcharge of the annual amount of £1,881 3s. lid., was converted 
into terminable annuities. 

IV. Collection of Revenue and Purchase-Money. 

Purchase-Money. 

During the period property was sold to the amount of £97,634 ; of this sum £53,683 
was paid° in cash, and £43,951 secured by mortgage . 

Summary of Receipts. 

■ The total amount of receipts iu cash was £864,043, of which sum £53,683 was 
purchase-money, in respect of sales effected. 

Arrears of Revenue. 

The arrears cannot be stated except at 3 1st March, the date fixed by the Treasury 
for the render of the annual accounts to the Comptroller, and Auditor -General, who 
reports thereon to Parliament. The arrear at that date was £210,767. 

V. Payment of Annuitants. 

The amount of the annuities payable on the 1st January, 1881, was £17,413 6s. 6 d., 
to 305 persons, and on the 22nd August, 1882, £1 7,260 17s., to 281 persons. 

VI. — Discharge of Liabilities. 

During the period there was paid to the Commissioners for the Reduction of the 
National Debt £489,586 in repayment of advances, and £285,355 for interest — total, 
£774,941. The balance of principal now outstanding due to that Board is £5,210,414. 

' VII. — Miscellaneous Moneys Appropriated out of Surplus. 

1. Intermediate Education Act, 41 & 42 Vic., carp. 66. 

The liability under this Act remains as at 1st January, 1881, viz., £1,000,000, and the 
interest paid within the period was £56,875. 

2. National School Teachers’ Pension Fund. 

Act 42 & 43 Vic., cap. 74. 

The capital sum outstanding is as at 1st January, 1881, £1,300,000, and the amount 
of interest paid within the period £58,500. 
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3. Royal University of Ireland. 

Act 44 & 45 Vic., cap. 52. 

The payments made from 1st January, 1881, to 22nd August, 1882, under this Act 
amount to £20,000 — at which sum the future annual charge is fixed. 

The capital value of this charge is not stated in the Act. 

4. Relief of Distress Acts. 

43 Vic., cap. 4, and 43 & 44 Vic., cap. 14. 

The balance of advances made by the Commissioners for the Reduction of the National 
Debt under these Acts was £700,000 at 1st January, 1881, and this liability has been 
increased within the period of this report to £1,200,000. The amount of interest paid 
to the Commissioners for the Reduction of the National Debt in respect of these 
advances within the period is £54,149. 

The advances have been paid over to the Commissioners of Public Works to enable 
them to carry out the provisions of the Relief of Distress Acts, and are repayable by 
them to the Church Fund, which Fund is responsible for the advances to the National 
Debt Commissioners. 



5. Expenses of Church Property Branch. 

The cost of this department of the Land Commission has been calculated by us to be 
£10,500 annually, and we have, with the sanction of the Treasury, under the provisions 
of the 4 th section of the “Irish Church Act Amendment Act, 1881,” fixed that amount 
as the yearly sum to be transferred from the Church Fund to the account of the Land 
Commission in payment of all charges incurred by us in the management and adminis- 
tration of the Church Property. 



Our accounts up to the 31st March of this year, including the account of the Church 
Property Department, have been sent for audit to the Comptroller and Auditor-General, 
and will be by him laid before Parham ent. 



DENIS GODLEY, 
Secretary. 



(Signed) JOHN O’HAGAN. 

E. F. LITTON. 

JOHN E. VERNON. ; , 



Dublin, 

4th November , 1882. 
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